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Said R. Joshua, “Since rain is not a sign of a blessing when it 
comes on the Festival itself, why should one mention it?” 


Said to him R. Eliezer, “I too have said so only [for mentioning] 
restoring the wind and bringing down the rain,” [that is,] in its 
due season [M. 1:1D-E]. 


“When rain comes in its due season, it is as beloved as the resurrection 
of the dead.” 


Said R. Yosé, “I am astonished that rabbis can compare the coming of 
rain to the resurrection of the dead. For they are in no way 
comparable. A man prays for the resurrection of the dead at all times, 
but he does not pray for the coming of rain at all times.” 


He said to him, “If so, one should always make mention of it” [M. 
1:1F]. 


The opinions assigned to R. Eliezer are at variance with one another, 
and the opinions assigned to R. Joshua are at variance with one 
another. 


[G] For they have the following dispute [in which this will be shown]: 


[H] R. Eliezer says, “If the Israelites do not repent, they will not be 
redeemed forever, since it is said, ‘[For thus said the Lord God, the 
Holy One of Israel], ‘in returning and rest you shall be saved; in 
quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” And you would 
not’” (Is. 30:15). 


[I] Said to him R. Joshua, “And is it so that if Israel should stand and 
not repent, they will not be redeemed forever?” 


[J] Said to him R. Eliezer, “The Holy One, blessed be He, will appoint 
over them a king as harsh as Haman, and forthwith they will repent 
and so will be redeemed.” 


[K] What is the scriptural basis for this view? 


[L] “Alas! that day is so great there is none like it; it is a time of 
distress for Jacob; yet he shall be saved out of it” (Jer. 30:7). 


[M] Said to him R. Joshua, “And lo, it is written, ‘[For thus says the 
Lord]: You were sold for nothing, and you shall be redeemed 
without money’ (Is. 52:3). [Redemption is without preconditions. ]” 


[N] How does R. Eliezer deal with the cited verse? 


